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MAY 1930 AND ONE OF THE DARKEST DAYS IN TEXAS HISTORY BEGINS.

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY, BROUGHT TO YOU BY THIS STATION AND THE SAVE
TEXAS HISTORY PROGRAM OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE.

MAY 9™ 1930. SHERMAN. BLACK FARMHAND GEORGE HUGHES IS ON TRIAL FOR
THE RAPE OF A WHITE WOMAN. TENSION EXPLODES AS AN ANGRY MOB STORMS
THE COURTHOUSE AT NOON.

INSIDE, TEXAS RANGERS MOVE HUGHES TO A FIREPROOF VAULT. AT 2:30 RIOTERS
TORCH THE COURTHOUSE. BY 6:30 NATIONAL GUARD TROOPS SENT BY GOVERNOR
DAN MOODY ARE BEATEN BACK. BY MIDNIGHT, MORE THAN 5000 RIOTERS WATCH
AS HUGHES IS TAKEN FROM THE VAULT, HUNG FROM A TREE AND BURNED.

ONLY TWO RIOTERS WERE CONVICTED — NEITHER ONE FOR MURDER.

MOB RULE ERUPTED IN SHERMAN 81 YEARS AGO, THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY.

LEARN MORE AT SAVETEXASHISTORY.ORG OR CALL 800-998-4GLO.
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